
Thomas J. Watson Sr. PTA General Business Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, October 12, 2017, 6:30pm 
District Office Board Room 
 
Attendance:  Holly Mayer, Karen Colapietro, Joe Fledderman, Joe Ozvold, Kristina Jackson, Jennifer Savelli, Emily Regan, 
Ashley Wells, Brenda Dickinson, Patricia Rathburn 
 

I. Call Meeting to Order – 6:43pm 
II. Approve Minutes from 9/14/17 meeting – Approved with no additions. 
III. Report of Officers 

A. President’s Report – Holly Mayer 
1. Thanks to Kat for running the Playground Potluck, and to Karen, Kristy G, and Mary Beth for 

helping!  It was nice to see some staff there!  Thanks Mary, Emily, Kristy, and Catherine! Potluck 
went over well despite the cold weather. 

2. Thanks to Karen, Kristina, Shawn, Kat, and Emily for helping with the parade float.  The kids had a 
blast!  CFJ won this year.  General consensus is that people love the student involvement with the 
parade float and the sense of Tiger Pride our students and staff have.  Students love riding the 
float and marching. 

3. Thanks to Karen, Carrie B., Debbie D., Ashley, and Kristina for helping with setup and running the 
pie show.  We appreciate all the staff who volunteered to be pied (Emily Regan, Mike, Marianne, 
Jess, Kristy, Tod, Christie, Emily Rebello, Jon, Eric, and Jennifer C.). Thanks to the custodians for 
arranging the room quickly and for helping clean up!  The children all loved the event!  The staff 
was happy with the frosting, it was sticky, but did not smell.  Paper plate count was off, but all 
was taken care of and volunteers did a great job covering and making sure all students still got to 
pie. 

4. Welcome Paulette Weston as our Council Rep!  Thanks, Paulette! 
5. Budget item: Forgot to put Save Around as a fundraiser.  Need to amend budget.  Motion to make 

sure a budget line item is added.  Approved.  Add $1600 to fundraiser budget. 
6. This year there are 53 PTA members so far.  Enrollment is up.  Only 6 teachers are currently 

members.  Bring up at the next staff meeting as a reminder. 
7. There was an open discussion about teachers earning classroom funds.  Previously, teachers had 

to attend two events to earn $100 in classroom funds.  Suggested setting funds at $50 per 
teacher and opening it up to all teachers (28 total) and only requiring one volunteer event.  
Budget is $1500.  Jennifer Savelli is to mention this at the next staff meeting so that all teachers 
are aware of the funds and know how to access them.  Holly and Jennifer will put pages into the 
Event Binder in the office so teachers can sign up for volunteering and be aware of upcoming 
events in an easier fashion.  Suggestion made that if all of the funds are not used by year end to 
disperse remaining amount to staff that did volunteer at events.   

B. Principal’s Report – Emily Regan 
1. District support grades 3-5 afterschool for reading/math.  This year it is being opened up to 

primary grades.  Water, snacks, and busses will be provided for 1 hour of after school instruction, 
2 days per week.  2nd grade will run 11/8 –12/21.  1st grade will run 1/17 –2/22.   

2. Nicole Wolfe and Head Nurse met – a notice will be going out notifying everyone that food items 
coming into school have to be store bought and have to be taken to the nurse/health clerk 
before it enters the classroom.  The nurse/health clerk will then contact any allergy parents and 
read them the ingredients list and have the parent approve/deny the snack before it is allowed in 
the classroom.  Substitute teachers/staff must be made aware of this policy.   

3. Changes have been made for field trip bussing.  For TJW field trips, busses have to leave at 9am 
and return at 2pm.  Field trip radius is now set to 50 miles.  They are going to make a bus routing 
chart available for schools to use.  Field trips such as Cooperstown will no longer be an option as 
this school cannot afford the cost of charter busses.   Will need to look into other field trip 
options.   



4. Early Nov- idea for an assembly involving the contractors/workers/custodians working on the 
construction at the school.  Idea would be to get a general contractor, plumber, electrician, etc. 
to talk about their jobs and show pictures of their work at the school in a slide show.  This would 
enable kids to see that vocational jobs are an option as well.  This would also be a celebration of 
the construction on the building being done.   

5. Halloween Parade will be held on Oct 31 on Halloween. 
6. Joe Ozvold – Suggested that all schools have staff on hand that have training for the use of 

Narcan, asked for it to be brought up and talked about at upcoming meetings.  There will be a 
vote in Dec. ($10 million) for capital project funds.  No tax impact.   

C. Teacher’s Report – Jen Savelli 
1. TJW Ball ideas from kids Some ideas from the kids were ocean/underwater theme, winter theme, 

glow in the dark theme, costume contest, cat theme, flower theme, superhero theme.  PTA voted 
and agreed on Glow in the Dark theme.  Ideas include black lights, wearing bright 
colored/neon/white clothes, glow paint, light sticks, etc.  Logistics will need to be worked out.  
Date will be Feb. 2, 2018.   

D. 2015-2016 Audit Committee – Holly & Karen.  Joe F. unavailable for a few months.  Need a new 3rd person.  
Having trouble getting online access to get bank statements.  3-4 hour task. Joe O. may be available to 
help with the audit.   

IV. Coordination 
A. Booster Club – JFS carnival on 12/2.  Want to use for fundraising?  Has no activity to date as of this 

meeting.  Need to contact them to figure out what fundraising they are planning on doing, especially 
now that bussing will be limited for field trips.   

V. Committees 
A. Save Around Fundraiser:  Holly. Made about $1600 Profit is about the same as previous years. 
B. Cider Mill Fundraiser: 9/22-10/6.  Karen results? So far approximately $686 has come in.  Profit will be 

approximately half of that.  Profit is down.   
C. Spirit Wear Fundraiser: 9/20-10/4.  Ashley results? Approximate $260 profit.  Profits are up.  Suggestion 

made to make this year-round and add other items to purchase.  Merchandise would then be directly 
shipped to customer.   

D. Poinsettia Fundraiser: 10/20-11/3 Ashley.  Flyers need to go home this week. 
E. Gertrude Hawk Fundraiser: 11/3-11/17. Holly 
F. Applied for Kohl’s Care.  Any volunteers yet?  Karen submitted information, hasn’t heard back yet.   
G. Autumn Fest: 10/27 Chair?  Holly agreed to chair 

1. Raffle baskets: Brenda.  Cost of raffle tickets?  Ticket cost has not been decided.  Brenda is 
working on contacting companies, collecting items, making baskets, etc.   

2. Raffling off: Jon-pie in face, Eric-pumpkin goo, Regan-mummified, Jess-silly string 
3. Tickets: give every kid so many free tickets.  Can buy more.  Some free activities.  Agreed that kids 

can get free tickets.  Need to pick a number of free tickets.  Need to pick a ticket cost.   
4.  Games: Any ideas? Some free activity ideas: Ring toss, Knock over blow up ghosts, giant connect 

4, giant kerplunk, giant jenga, pumpkin toss into a big open pumpkin mouth cut into a board, toss 
ping pong balls into jars, making wands. Do not do rock painting this year.  It was too hard to find 
who the rock belonged to and we are going to do another rock painting activity later in the year. 
Someone will have to contact Lifetouch to see if they will take pictures again this year.  Last year 
it was $5 per photo.  Lifetouch donated their time and we got to keep the profits. Holly and 
Patricia to brainstorm game ideas. Email Holly with any other ideas. 

5. Need 6th grade helpers for games  Need to find a way to contact parents of any kids 6th grade and 
above that would be willing to come back and help man games for the night.   

6. Halloween science: Holly  Joe F. said the volcano was a big hit, but got messy after doing several 
of them.  He had to rinse basins out to prevent spillage and towards the end dry build up was 
causing issues.  Glow in the dark slime was very popular, but needs to well manned.  It is a very 
labor intensive activity.  Any other easy science ideas contact Holly. 

7. Haunted Hallway Would like to still do it, did not discuss any ideas for it  



8. Food Ideas:  Pizza, Cider doughnuts, Simple Goodie bags (popcorn hands, candy corn, etc).  Keep 
costs down and keep food simple.  

H. Dinner Night/Vendor Fair: 11/17/17: Ashley. 
1. Food Options Checked into a few places for chicken.  Phil’s Chicken house appears cheapest so 

far.  For chicken with sides costs are $10.99 adults, $7.49 kids.  At approximately $3K for this, it is 
not an option.  Also looked into tubs of just chicken.  Cost is $1.34 per piece.  A piece is ¼ chicken 
cut into 4 pieces (so fairly small chunks).  Estimated approximately 20-25 people could be fed 
with 1 tub of chicken.  Sherri would have to make sides (possibly mashed potatoes or a veggie, 
roll, etc).  Another possibility discussed was doing baked ziti and meatballs with a roll and small 
salad or veggie instead.  We would purchase ingredients and have Sherri cook.  No final decisions 
made.   

I. Holiday Shoppe:  Kat. Dates?  Not at meeting.  Date still TBD.  Will need volunteers during the day to run 
the shop. 

J. TJW Ball Date is set as 2/2/18.  See above notes for other details. 
K. Barnes and Noble: Go or no go?  Consensus was to not do it this year. 
L. Yearbook: Kristina Current contract was 101 books, 32 pages, color, $17 per book.  Last year personalized 

cover was included.  PTA voted yes to the following: 126 books, 36 pages, color, $16 per book.  Email has 
been sent to Robert Wood to find out if personalized cover is included this year, waiting on response.  
Order will be submitted for 350 ordering flyers (flyers handed out in March for ordering yearbooks).  
Talked about possibility of doing personalized cover again this year with Student Government making 
final vote on the cover.  Nov 8 is Student Government Assembly.  Cover design will be due early 
December (last year was due Dec. 1).  Suggestion made to have a contest now and then let Student 
Government vote after Nov 8.  (Last year the contest wasn’t started until after Nov 8 and it didn’t leave 
enough time for entries and voting, etc).  Suggestion made to include a blank paper with entry form this 
year so more students can participate.  Kristina to provide entry information. Need to decide if contest is 
open to all grades, or just 5th grade (last year was 5th grade only).   

M. Other Discussions 
1. Rocks in the Courtyard.  Looking to do it around Earth Day timeframe.  Look into books that go 

along with the reasons why making the rocks.  Suggestions for getting rocks and not having to 
buy them: send a flyer home that has rock specifications on it to send in a rock from home, have 
teachers/staff, etc, go rock collecting 

2. TJW 50th Anniversary Celebration – Fall 2018:  Jennifer Savelli 
a. Suggestions for starting a Facebook page for photo gathering for a slide show,ideas, etc. 
b. Invite former students, principals, staff, teachers, etc. 
c. Need to form a committee for the event 
d. Possibly fundraiser for the event – will also need to add a line item in budget next year 

for the event 
e. Talked of doing event on the weekend, may also do event/events throughout one of the 

school days 
f. Ideas for weekend event: carnival, community meal, 5k color run, community field days, 

make t-shirts specifically for the event 
3. Fall Picture Day is October 20, 2017 – flyers need to go home this week 10/13 

VI. Next PTA Meeting: 6:30pm, Thursday, November 9, 2017 at TJW library 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:01pm. 
 
Minutes submitted by Kristina Jackson. 


